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action by way even of an ultimatum. It is said that a
talkative lady once inquired of Marshal Joffre: " As a
matter of fact, Marshal, who really won the battle of
the Marne ? " The Marshal pondered this point for a
moment, and then quietly replied: "I really don't
know, madame, but I know for certain who might have
lost it." Such a consideration must have been present
to the Polish Foreign Minister when Marshal Smigly-
Rydz massed his troops skilfully on the Lithuanian
frontier. Had Lithuania resisted and had the Polish
troops marched into Lithuania, the consequences would
have been incalculable. But Lithuania did not resist;
and so this action seemingly peremptory and stern was
one which, above all, was justified by its success. Only
a few weeks ago the Lithuanian Commander-in-Chief
paid a visit to Warsaw, and a controversy of many years'
standing has apparently at last been silenced.
The trouble about Cieszyn was much more formidable
and a great deal more lamentable. Here were two
nations living side by side, both Slavs, and the speech
of one so near to the other that the people of the one
could understand the other, and yet ever since the War
they have lived together, although separated and
estranged so far as their Governments were concerned.
The difference dated from 1919 when the Czechs, taking
advantage of the fact that the Poles were expending all
their strength on their fight with the Bolsheviks, went in
and took possession of this territory of Cieszyn-Silesia,
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